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So, the CDC Moratorium ended…Now what?
By: Chris Bowles

The Covid-19 pandemic has ransacked the
American economy and made life extremely
difficult

for

millions

of

people

across

the

country. Over a year after the initial shut-down
due to the pandemic, one in three U.S. adults are
still struggling to pay basic household expenses
such as rent and utilities. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) enacted a
nation-wide moratorium on evictions due to
nonpayment of rent on September 4, 2020.
Evictions were prevented, but the amount owed
to landlords has not changed. The purpose of
this order was to reduce the risk of transmitting
Covid-19,

particularly

among

the

homeless

population during the height of the pandemic.
The CDC Moratorium on evictions prevents all
evictions due to nonpayment of rent until the
action expires. The action has been extended
several times throughout the last year but is set
to expire June 30, 2021 with no sign of an
extension is sight.

housing market substantially shift. With the
moratorium in place, many people were able to
remain in their homes despite their negative
economic situations, whether or not they paid
their rent. This led to the vacancy rate of the
industry

to

lower

significantly.

Landlords aren’t allowed to evict tenants right
now due to nonpayment, which means the
number of vacant units has been reduced from
the typical eviction flow we are accustomed
to.As landlords are struggling to pay mortgages,
they have begun increasing rental costs for
vacant units to try to make up for lost income
during the pandemic.

going for $1100 just to try to make up for the loss
that landlords are suffering as a result of the
moratorium. At this time, even the most qualified
renters are finding it nearly impossible to find a
place to move into.
With

the

impending

end

to

this

eviction

moratorium, it is likely that we will see a mass

Throughout the pandemic, we watched the

apartment

A rental typically running for $850 might now be

exodus in the way of evictions by frustrated
landlords who haven’t been getting paid for nearly
the past year. Tenants who have been out of work
and unable to pay rent may owe upwards of
$10,000 to these landlords. Tenants will likely end
up with evictions on their records, making it even
harder to find a new rental unit. For those who
are in this scenario, it is vital that efforts be made
to pay what is owed. FHRC has a joint program
running right now with Lifeline for anyone lowto-moderate income with a Covid hardship to
assist in paying past due rent. Calling our office
may save you from an eviction! Furthermore,
FHRC

has

a

First

Month’s

rental

assistance

program for tenants who can find a place to move
into, but unable to afford the cost of moving.

LAKE METROPARKS

Lake Metroparks is hosting summer
day camps for children ages 4 to 16.
Summer camps will allow children to
spend a week immersed in nature
from the farm to the beach. Summer
camps will be following all state and
local
public
health
guidelines
throughout the pandemic. Spots are
filling up quickly, and parents are
encouraging to sign up as soon as
possible to reserve a spot for their
child. More information can be found
at 440-358-7275.

BIRTHRIGHT

Birthright offers no cost on-site services
for women. These services require an
appointment to be made. Services offered
free of charge include the following:
Pregnancy Testing, Counseling, Maternity
Clothing, ·Infant and Toddler Clothing,
including socks, and shoes, new and
gentle used, Formula, Diapers, Baby Food
·Items needed to care for infants and
small children. For more information on
any of these services, Birthright can be
contacted by Phone at 440-975-9055 or by
Email at birthright_lake@att.net

GEAUGA COUNTY
RESCUE VILLAGE
Geauga County Rescue Village is
hosting animal-themed summer
camps for children ages 9-12. These
camp sessions will allow children to
explore some of their favorite
species of animals. Guests, both
animal and human, will make
appearances. Activities will include
baking animal treats, socializing
puppies
and
kittens,
helping
animals get adopted, and making
animal blankets. Sessions will be
available both in person and online.
For more information, please
contact the Education Coordinator
at education@rescuevillage.org.

DID YOU KNOW.......?

By: Chris Bowles
ASHTABULA
COUNTY YMCA
Ashtabula County YMCA has received
funding to offer financial assistance
for memberships, programs, and
childcare. To qualify for assistance,
individuals may bring a copy of their
most recent tax return to fill out an
application for assistance. For more
information,
you
may
contact
Ashtabula YMCA at (440) 997-5321.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES
OF ASHTABULA
COUNTY
Catholic
Charities
of
Ashtabula
County offers a program called
“Opening Doors” which is a 10-week
parenting class for parents who are
expecting through age 5. This class
takes place on Tuesday Evenings from
5:00 to 7:30. At this class, parents
learn how to help children develop
healthy habits, preparation for school
success, and what resources are
available to support the family. For
more information, you can contact
Catholic Charities at 440-992-2121.

GEAUGA COUNTY
DEPARTMENT ON
AGING
Geauga County Department on
Aging offers legal services to
assist with up to three hours of
legal services. All legal services
are rendered confidential. For
more
information
on
this
program, associated fees, and
scheduling, you may contact the
Geauga County Department on
Aging at (440) 279-2130.

What is HEAP?
By: Amanda Lazo

Summer Home Repair Options
By: Amanda Lazo
With warmer weather on the horizon now is a good
time to start planning those summer home repairs.
Warmer weather provides more ideal outside working
conditions especially if you are deciding to tackle a
project that is more suited for a well-ventilated
workspace like re-staining that patio deck. Patio decks
can easily be spruced up with a simple power washing,
the fixing of old cracked boards, or even opting to restain it an entirely new color. Take a look at your
cushions on any patio furniture, if the covers are
removable give them a good wash. Do the same to any
outdoor rugs you might have, regular maintenance is
great but giving them a good wash or shampoo even
and let them dry out.

With the COVID-19 pandemic still among us
there are likely to still be families in need of
assistance with paying their electric bill. Many
families have had to deal with kids on virtual
learning, working from home, loss of wages,
even jobs, causing many families to struggle
financially. If you fall in this category and reside
in the Lake or Geauga counties consider
Lifeline’s HEAP program as an option for
assistance. Lifeline’s Summer Crisis Program
provides financial payments toward electric bills
and air conditioners in the hot summer season
(see the income eligibility chart below to
determine if you qualify). Aside from the income
guidelines there is other eligibility criteria that
needs to be met, for the best up to date
guidelines
visit
their
website
at
https://lclifeline.org/get-help-lake/heap/.

If washing doesn’t work consider sprucing up
furniture with new cushions, some outdoor lighting
and décor will make for a perfect outdoor
entertainment area. Give a good wipe down to the
furniture, dust and dirt can accumulate in creases
of furniture but can easily be brought back to life. If
you own a pressure washer you should consider
power washing the furniture along with any floors,
decks, walls to any patio area for a clean look. A
fresh look to your existing patio deck will have you
wanting to plan those outdoor barbeques in no
time. And can’t have a barbeque with a dirty grill
so now is the ideal time to give that grill a good
cleaning. Don’t just clean the outside, give a good
cleaning to the exterior parts as well.
If you’re lucky enough to have a screened in patio,
take a good look for any small holes or tears…you
would be surprised how many insects and flies can find
their way in. Other outdoor items to look at for
maintenance or repair issues would be any outdoor
ceiling fans, light fixtures, and any windows that might
need re-caulking.
Don’t have a patio? Well the summer time is also the
ideal time to consider building one, they are a great
addition to a homes’ backyard. If you are not equipped
to build one on your own ensure that you hire qualified
individuals to tackle the building for you. Whichever
you decide…happy grilling!

Perry Township’s 2021 Summer Concert Series fe
f aturing musical
entertainment at Perry Township Park fr
f om 7-9 pm on Wednesdays!
Admission is Free, so grab a blanket or lawn chair and get ready to
boogie!
• July 7: Castaways ('50s, '60s, rock and Motown)
• July 14: Burnt Valves (Classic rock)
• July 21: Free Howie ('70s, '80s and '90s)
• July 28: Risk Factor (Danceable and sing able hits fr
f om the '70s to today)
• Aug. 4: Andy's Last Band (Classic rock)
• Aug. 11: Swamp Rattlers (Blues, rock, Americana)
• Aug. 18: Vinyl Arcade ('70s, '80s, TV themes and jukebox classics)

30th Annual Willoughby ArtsFest! Any art lovers in the fa
f mily!? Located
in Downtown Willoughby, the ArtsFest fe
f atures a wide range of artistic
pieces and musical entertainment fo
f r all to enj
n oy! July 17th fr
nj
f om 10am to
6pm.
175th Ashtabula County Fair is back! It is located at the Ashtabula
County Fairgrounds and is scheduled fo
f r August 10 through the 15th!
Check out their website fo
f r updates! www.ashtabulafa
f ir.com
fa
Summer Concerts on the Square is a great way to enj
n oy some music on
nj
Friday nights this summer! Not only is their music, there will also be
f od trucks every week! Check out their website fo
fo
f r all the details!
Chardonevents.com/events/summer-on-the-square
Love being around the waters of Lake Erie? Headlands Beach Fest is just
the spot fo
f r you! Featuring art vendors, games, fo
f od and 3 World
Champion Sand Sculptors taking part in the Ohio’s Master Sand
Sculpting competition will all be present! This event will be located at
Headlands Beach State Park and will take place on July 17th fr
f om 11am to
7pm.

By: Nikole Capuozzo

Painesville Party in the Park Lite! Ohio’s largest fr
f ee music fe
f stival! The
party begins at noon and goes until midnight! There will be live music,
f od trucks and vendors fo
fo
f r everyone! Located at 7 Richmond Street in
Painesville, you and your fa
f mily are going to have a blast! July 17th,
August 14th and September 18th.

Free Summer Events!

The weather has warmed up and its time to get outside and enj
n oy the
nj
beautifu
f l weather. Check out all these wonderfu
fu
f l events going on within our
fu
community!

Service Animals vs. Assistance Animals
By: Nikole Capuozzo
Service Animal vs. Assistance Animals. What’s the
Difference?
We all have seen the signs, at the grocery store or even
the movies, “No Animals Except Trained Service
Animals”, but do you really know what that means?
What about emotional support animals that provide
assistance in other ways other than providing a trained
service?
First, Assistance Animals are ANY animal recommended
to a disabled individual to improve their way of life.
These animals can be service animals, work animals,
therapy pets or companion pets. For instance, an
individual who is blind may have a seeing eye dog or an
individual suffering from severe mental illness may have
a therapy cat to help them cope from day to day.
The biggest difference between the two is that service
animals are trained in a specific skill set designed to help
the disabled individual. These animals are with them
24/7. They are needed to go grocery shopping and to
the bank. For example, an individual suffering from
epilepsy may have a seizure alert dog that is trained to
understand and react to their owner’s seizures. These
types of animals are just as necessary as a wheelchair or
taking daily medications. Usually these animals can be
spotted with a vest on stating what their job is and that
they are in fact, a service animal.

An emotional support type of animal is usually at home
and they are not trained in any specific skill set. For
example, a psychiatrist may recommend a severely
depressed individual to get a cat in order to help boost
their mood and cope at home. These animals are NOT
permitted at stores because they are not providing a
trained service. These animals are stationary and
remain at the household.
The Fair Housing Act does not specify any particular
type of animal to be an assistance animal. It can range
from a dog to a fish to a rabbit. These types of animals
are also exempt from ‘no pet’ policies and pet
restrictions. In fact, no disabled individual should be
charged a pet deposit or monthly charge for housing
an assistance animal. This is known as a ‘reasonable
accommodation’.
It is important to note that proper documentation and
proof is required to show that you would benefit from
an assistance animal. The only time this is required is if
the disability is not obvious or apparent. Typically, the
housing
market
professional
will
ask
for
documentation to support the disability and need for
the assistance animal. They should have supportive
documentation from their physician, therapist,
counselor or other healthcare professional. Online
websites are NOT sufficient to register your animal as
an assistance animal. It is important to note, that a
disabled individual does not need to reveal the nature
or severity of the disability and it is unlawful for the
housing provider to ask such information.

Dear Housing Hollie;

Dear Sleep Deprived,
Tenants

My

neighbors

keep

to

what

is

called

hours of the night and I have repeatedly

blasting music at all hours can definitely be

told

and

frustrating. I suggest you visit our website

my family cannot sleep with all that noise.

for a template letter on peaceful enjoyment.

However,

management

has

not

any

Complete

steps!

have

the

police

numerous

personal

I

called

its

at

right

Peaceful enjoyment in their units. A neighbor

that

music

a

all

management

blasting

have

unacceptable
taken

times, but they just complete a report and
tell them to turn it down. It does not stop it
from happening. What can I do?
Sincerely,
Sleep Deprived

REM OT E HOUSING

the

template

information

letter

and

with

allow

your

management

30 days to correct the issue. if the issue is
not corrected within 30 days you can take a
copy of the notice and attempt to file put
your

rent

in

escrow.

If

you

require

assistance please call our office!
Sincerely,

Housing Hollie
Dear Housing Hollie,
I

have

an

provided

assistance

animal

management

documentation
However,

from

they

are

have

all
my

still

and

the
therapist.

stating

that

I

need to pay a $25 monthly fee for the
animal.

This

is

unfair-

can

they

really

charge me for my assistance animal?
Sincerely,
Screw Fees

Dear Screw Fees,

Dear Housing Hollie:

You are requesting from your landlord what is
called a Reasonable accommodation. A landlord

Help, I am a single mother with 2 kids and

has

have

to

allow

your

assistance

animal

in

your

recently

received

an

eviction

notice

home, free of any conditions or additional fees.

from my landlord for non-payment of rent. I

If you have provided the proper documentation,

was told that he cannot evict me because I

I strongly suggest that you give me a call! We

have children, is that true?

can definitely work with management to educate
them
ensure

on

the

that

federal
your

are

Fair

Housing

not

charged

act

and

additional

Sincerely,
Frazzled

fees for your assistance animal.
Dear Frazzled:
There

Sincerely,

are

many

misconceptions

surrounding

evictions in Ohio and I hope that I can clear
some
Housing Hollie

H O L L IE

of

those

up.

An

eviction

is

a

legal

proceeding in which the landlord will file in
circumstances of non-payment of rent, lease
violations and more. A landlord has a right to
file an eviction against anyone, that’s right
anyone if they have a valid claim. If you are
disabled, a family with children or elderly a
landlord can file an eviction and it is up to
the judge to determine the legitimacy of the
claim. I am sorry for your circumstances, but
I hope this cleared some of them up for you.
Sincerely,
Housing Hollie

Do you have a question for Housing Hollie?
Write to her at hollie@fhrc.org

Securing a Loan

By: Chris Bowles

Securing a loan can be one of the most confusing and complicated parts of the homebuying
process. There are so many pieces to consider from the type of loan to the interest rate to the
length of the loan. At this point in the home-buying process, it is imperative that prospective
buyers remain wary of their finances, as the lender will be reviewing bank statements and credit
to weigh the risks of lending to them. At the same time, it is essential for prospective buyers to
remain in persistent communication with their realtor, title company, and lender to ensure that
everything is in order for the application. Some things to keep in mind at this point in the process
include:
·Respond without delay to all requests from the lender, realtor, title company, etc.
All parties will be working on different aspects of the home loan process, and it is important
to keep up to date on what they are doing and what may be needed from you during this
time
·Pay close attention to all deposits and withdrawals from all accounts
Lenders will need an explanation for any deposit that is different from that of a regular
paycheck so keep excellent records of where money is coming from and going
·Preserve your credit profile
Do not apply for any other loans or credit lines during this period because it will impact your
credit which could impact the process of securing a home loan
Securing a home loan is one of the most significant financial decisions of one’s life. It is critical
that consumers remain conscious about what is happening with all parties always involved.
There is a lot that goes into the homebuying process and keeping all your finances in order and
maintaining open communication with those who are helping you to secure a loan is vital. If you
would like more information about the homebuying process, please call our office at 440-3920147 and speak with a HUD-certified housing counselor about your options today.

The Importance of Race Theory

By: Nikole Capuozzo

Imagine watching a murder for over 9 minutes by someone who is supposed to serve and protect. We
don’t have to imagine that, it happened, and it turned the world upside down. George Floyd, a black
man, was murdered by a white police officer. An officer, who had no regard for human life, took
advantage of his power and we all witnessed it. Racism is not black and white, in fact, it is very much
in the gray area, so much so, that some people do not even recognize it.
Racism is not always about a white officer murdering a black individual, or a person yelling racial slurs
at another. It can be hard to recognize. Some people when they hear the term ‘systemic racism’ turn
away and refuse to look at the bigger issue. Sure, you can claim to be anti-racist, but you also need to
understand the disadvantages put on people of color.
Let us take a look at some of those issues. In the US alone, median wealth for white households in ten
times greater than black households, and eight times greater than Hispanic. People of color have a
harder time getting approvals for mortgages, in turn, causing them to remain in low-income housing.
Also, blacks and Hispanics are disproportionately affected through all stages of the criminal justice
system, even though there is evidence that supports whites commit just as many crimes.
After this past year, several individuals have woken up to the fact that racism is still alive in the US. In
fact, several people have recognized their own prejudices and are beginning to learn more about it.
Even schools are beginning to make changes to their curriculum to address racism and the root of it. A
local school district, Willoughby-Eastlake is considering applying critical race theory to their curriculum.
This has caused an outrage by tons of people in the community, stating that they don’t want their
children to be ashamed of their ‘whiteness’. These comments just prove why this is so necessary.
Parents are fine when their child learns about the white-washed history, such as, Christopher
Columbus being a man of honor, when in fact he was a terrible human being who murdered and raped
the indigenous. They are ok with having ‘one month’ dedicated to Black History, but the moment a
school wants to address the bigger issue, it is not ok, and it is taking away from their child’s education.
Critical race theory is about exploring the root of racism, understanding where it came from and why it
still exists. It is about implementing a curriculum for ALL students. It requires diversity training and
understanding anti-racism and bias. It helps individuals recognize a potential prejudice they may have,
that has been engrained in them since they can remember. Children learn from those around them,
they understand patterns and they pick up on biases. By incorporating a curriculum designed to
understand racism and promote diversity, that is the only way we can begin to eliminate racism.
It can be scary learning new things and even recognizing your own prejudices, but is important to
begin the discussion, whether that be at home or at school. The future is in our youth, and we need to
do right by them. We need to fix the errors of the past and begin a new and brighter path for all
people.

Discrimination in Lending Appraisels
By: Patricia Kidd
Housing Discrimination can occur in several ways, from being
denied the opportunity to view a home due to your race or national
origin, to discriminatory lending practices. If you think this occurs only
in large metropolitan areas, you are wrong. Evidence of discrimination
in the lending market has occurred in your own back yard.
Our office has researched this issue and found examples of this
in our community. Home Mortgage Disclosure Act (HMDA) data from
the City of Mentor demonstrated that of all the loan applications for
home purchases within the City, Hispanic populations had the greatest
instance of loan application denials as compared to other populations,
with Black applicants experiencing a high denial rate as well. If you like
data, in this instance, White residents were denied a conventional
home loan 3.9% of the time compared to 17.2% of applicants of color.
Then, for those fortunate individuals who get approved for a loan
or are selling their home now have to overcome the next barrier to the
home buying/selling process - the home appraisal process. There
have been countless news articles lately where persons of color are
experiencing discrimination in the appraisal process. In a case settled
by the between a black homeowner and Chase Bank, the homeowner
claimed her appraiser valued her home at an amount lower than its
worth because of her race.
The race of a homeowner and the racial composition of their
neighborhood should never influence the value of a home and these
actions are protected by the Fair Housing Act. Undervalued appraisals
don’t merely affect the sellers, but they have an impact on the entire
neighborhoods.
What to do if you feel this may be occurring to you? First, you
can contact our office for assistance. Second, complain to the lender
and persuade the lender to reconsider your application, or ask for the
home to be reappraised. Lastly, you can file Equal Credit Opportunity
Act violations to the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau at
www.consumerfinance.gov or 855-411-2372.

Pros & Cons to consider when refinancing your home….
By: Amanda Lazo

Thinking about refinancing your home in 2021? With interest rates at an all time low here are some
things to consider when refinancing….
The number one reason to refinance is pretty
obvious, right? Who doesn’t want a lower
monthly mortgage payment? However,
lowering your monthly payment may require
the extension of your loan terms and will often
reset those terms back to 30 years. The
additional years added on to your original loan
could result in paying more in interest in the
long run. If your end goal is to pay off your
house off in a more timely manner, consider
refinancing with a lower interest rate but chose
a loan term that is shorter and keeps your
monthly payments as close to your current
payment as possible. This can save you a lot
on interest payments. Which brings us to
reason number two…lower interest rate. The
upside is you could potentially reduce your
overall interest payments which could save
you tens of thousands of dollars depending on
your principal balance.
So, speaking of that interest rate, if you are
not already in a fixed interest rate with your
current mortgage loan then this would be
reason number three to consider refinancing.
Adjustable-rate-mortgages, otherwise known
as “ARM’s” loans can be tricky and costly at
times.

The pro to this is you alleviate the
possibility for surprises and have more
stability and predictability with your
payment amount. Having the same interest
and principal payment every month makes
planning your monthly budget that much
easier. Now, if the interest rates drop even
lower after you have refinanced then you
wouldn’t be likely to take advantage of
another refinance.
So lastly, that “seven year itch” can apply to
many things including your house. If you
are at the point of needing new scenery but
aren’t really in the market for moving then
you might want to consider a Cash-out
refinance. This option is an alternative to a
home equity loan, it allows you to refinance
your home and cash out a portion of your
equity without having to sell your home.
This money can be used to make home
improvements, redecorate, or even pay off
debt if need be, the choice is yours. Keep
in mind that you will no longer have that
vested equity to tap into if an emergency
presents itself, so choose wisely.

Fair Housing Updates with
New Administration
By: Patricia Kidd
Six months into the new administration and it has been made clear that
the Biden Administration is making Fair and Affordable Housing a
priority. As you may be aware, In January of this year, Biden vowed to
Re-evaluate Fair Housing Policies to ensure the Fair Housing Act
requirements have been followed. Biden claimed promised that “[w]e’re
going to continue to make progress to eliminate systemic racism, and
every branch of the White House and the federal government is going
to be part of that effort.” Let’s take a look at what has happened since
his January vow:
Biden signed an Executive Order that granted protection to sexual
orientation and gender identity.
The Biden administration moved to reinstate two key fair housing
rules that were rolled back under the former administration:
a.
Disparate Impact – a legal standard in fair lending cases;
and
b.
Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing – a rule to guide
local jurisdictions on compliance with the Fair Housing Act.
In April, the newly appointed HUD Secretary, Marica Fudge
(Cleveland’s own) formally announced a rolling back of a critical
rule change that would have allowed homeless shelters to turn
transgender people away from single-sex facilities that match their
gender identity.
Then on June 1, 2021, the Biden Administration announced actions to
narrow the racial wealth gap, specifically: homeownership and small
business ownership. The administration plans to create an initiative to
address inequity in-home appraisals and plans to increase the share of
federal contracts awarded to small, disadvantaged businesses by 50%
over the next 5 years.
There is much work to be done to help bring an end to the segregation,
redlining, housing discrimination, and other biased policies that have
been in place for numerous years. Yet, in these last few months, there
have been actions in place to help our county move towards expanding
the supply of affordable housing and emphasizing racial equality.

Contact us for
More information
Fair Housing Resource Center Inc.
1100 Mentor Avenue
Painesville, Ohio 44077
P:(440)392-0147
F:(440)210-6556
Email: Info@fhrc.org
Visit us:www.fhrc.org

