(Date)


Subject:

Dear :

I moved out of your apartment located at _______________ on ______________.  I gave you in writing my forwarding address as required under the Ohio Landlord-Tenant Law.  I received a letter from you on _______________ in reference to my security deposit.

According to the Ohio Landlord-Tenant Law (O.R.C. 5321.16) a landlord may only withhold from the deposit for payment of past due rent and repairing damages to the property beyond normal wear and tear.  Any deduction must be itemized, specifically indicating what was repaired and the cost.

The law also states that if a security deposit is wrongfully withheld, a tenant has the right to sue for double the amount wrongly withheld and for reasonable attorney’s fees.

I believe that you have wrongly withheld $______________, for (insert itemized charges here) ________________.

If you will return the money to me within ten (10) days, I will not exercise my rights under the Ohio Landlord-Tenant Law to sue for the return of my security deposit.  I am sure that we would both prefer an amicable settlement.  I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
(Remove the statement below before presenting this letter.)  Make sure you keep a copy of this letter for your records.  
This form letter was created to guide you in designing a notice to your landlord to correct a condition or respond to a landlord action. THIS LETTER DOES NOT CONSTITUTE LEGAL ADVICE. IF YOU NEED LEGAL ADVICE, CONTACT AN ATTORNEY.
