the contract. Insert “N/A” or cross through any blanks.

« Read everything carefully and always ask questions. Do
not sign anything you don’t understand. Before sign-
ing, have your contract reviewed by an attorney skilled
in real estate law. Also, consult with a trusted real es-
tate professional or ask for help from a HUD approved
counseling agency.

o Be suspicious when the cost of a home improvement
goes up if you do not except the contractor’s financing.

o Be honest about your intention to occupy the house.
Stating that you plan to live there when, in fact, you are
not (because you plan on renting it out or fixing it up to
resell) violates federal law and is a crime.

The Fair Housing Resource Center, Inc. is a non-
profit 501 (c)(3) organiza-
tion that offers several hous-
ing programs that benefits
# residents of Lake County,
Ohio and surrounding com-

munities. The mission of
Fair Housing Resource Center (FHRC) is to promote equal
housing opportunities for all persons and to advocate for
fair housing and diversity in Lake County and surrounding
communities through the education and involvement of the
public, government, and the business community. FHRC
operates a Landlord/Tenant hotline service to Lake County
residents to assist them with their housing rights. FHRC
also operates a fair housing intake and investigation com-
plaint service for victims of housing discrimination. FHRC
is a Housing Counseling Agency certified by the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development and provides
homeownership counseling, such as: pre-purchase home
buying, educational and group workshops, resolving and
preventing mortgage delinquency, home maintenance and fi-
nancial management for homeowners, rental counseling, and
homelessness counseling.

Fair Housing is NOT an Option...
Fair Housing IS THE LAW!

“YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO HOUSING FREE
FROM DISCRIMINATION”

Sex « Disability « Familial Status
Race « Color « Religion
National Origin or Ancestry « Military Status

If you feel you’ve been discriminated against in housing, make
sure you take these steps:

» Keep a record of the names, dates, addresses, phone numbers
and other important information which can assist in the
investigation of your complaint.

» Don't forget to be as specific as possible about the incident.
Get the names and addresses of any witnesses to the incident
whenever possible.

Following the incident, you have one year to file an administrative
complaint or two years to file a lawsuit.
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Fair Housing Resource Center, Inc.
1100 Mentor Ave.
Painesville, Ohio 44077
(440) 392-0147, Fax (440) 392-0148
Toll Free (866) 411-3472
TTY (440) 392-0148
Email: info@thrc.org
www.FHRC.org

This brochure is intended for general information purposes only and
does not constitute legal advice. If you need legal advice please contact
your local Bar Association, Legal Aid Society or a private attorney.
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